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Update: 

Good afternoon everyone.  As we begin the week, there are a couple of important activities, 
events, and information I’d like to share. 

Covid-19 

We continue to see increased positive cases on Covid-19 come into our schools and across the 
buildings.  As of this afternoon, we have 32 active cases within 25 classes in our schools. These 
students have “rolled to remote” and are learning from their teachers online. I want to share 
the same information that I’ve shared with individuals and small groups – again, to assure that 
we all have the same information. 

When a student or staff member is identified as having tested positive for COVID, we quickly 
notify the families of the impacted cohort with a personal phone call, as soon as feasible.  We 
have not made it our practice to notify others.  Our rationale for that decision was twofold: 

1) We are trying to limit the amount of “noise” parents hear so that when they do hear 
from us - they know it is specifically regarding their child.  We have received feedback 
from some families that when we share too much information, it becomes confusing, 
and have been asked to limit the communication to families only when it impacts their 
child; and  

2) We have a legal obligation to protect the privacy of those testing positive for COVID.  
To that end, we have limited the amount of information we share and only share with 
those directly impacted by the virus.  

Starting at 4:00 tomorrow, however, we will be sharing information more broadly, updating our 
district dashboard daily.  We will also add a couple of new metrics for you to have an expanded 
view of how Covid is impacting each school.  

As previously stated, as of today, we have 25 cohorts that have temporarily rolled to remote 
because of a single positive case within the cohort.  We know of one student at York and one 
student at Global Leadership Academy who may have contracted COVID because of a suspected 
exposure at school.  All other positive cases have been because of the person being exposed 
outside of the school environment.   

You may have seen an article in the Denver Post last week that identified both York and GLA as 
having an “outbreak”.  The CDPHE defines an “outbreak” as any ONE suspected linked case 
within a cohort, so the term is a little misleading - although it is intended to notify us of a linked 



case, it unfortunately implies that there are multiple linked cases.   In our reopening plan we 
state that we would require 5% of the total school population to be COVID positive during a 14-
day window before closing a school (per the Centers for Disease Control).  In a school with 400 
students, for example, that would require that 20 students test positive with COVID. None of 
our schools currently fall within that guideline. 

Please be aware that we monitor these data points every day as we work with Tri-County 
Health.  They have assigned an epidemiologist who works with us daily to ensure that we don’t 
miss anything and that we follow a very strict protocol.   

As we’ve stated previously, our primary goal is to assure that everyone is safe inside our 
schools, however, we are also very committed to keeping our schools open.  We have offered a 
full-remote option for our families through Mapleton Online.  Because our high schools are so 
small and our cohorts are small across the District, we are uniquely positioned to stay in-
person.   In fact, there is growing evidence that even when a community incidence rate is high, 
schools appear to be the safest option for students.  

Even when several cohorts are rolled out to remote for up to 14 days, there is also strong 
evidence that our layers of protection and protocols are working!  However, as the community 
incidence rate continues to rise, we need your help.  If your child has any symptoms or has 
been exposed to anyone who is COVID positive, please keep them at home until you are able to 
get them tested and they have a negative test result.  If your child has been exposed to 
someone with COVID, they will need to be quarantined for 14 days from the last contact with 
that person.  Following these simple guidelines will keep our schools safe.   

Election  

The 2020 presidential election is less than a few hours away. Although the weeks preceding an 
election have traditionally been energetic, this year the stakes seem to be especially high, with 
a global pandemic, social-justice conversations, and a challenging economy. 

As a result, people all across the political landscape seem extra invested in this year’s election. 
No matter what happens tomorrow, it is important to keep a positive outlook for our students 
and empower them to understand and to engage with our political system as they get older.   

We can anticipate that regardless of Tuesday’s election result, students may show up to school 
on Wednesday with a wide range of emotions, understandings, questions, and concerns. We 
understand that as our students come into our schools, we may need to reset, reflect, and 
remind students of the values we share.  Those values include relationships, culturally 
sustaining practices, and creating an inclusive learning environment.   

We can all look forward to our Wednesday morning conversation to be energetic and 
courageous. 



7350	N.	Broadway,	Denver,	CO	80221	

Phone:	303.853.1000	|	www.mapleton.us	

 
 
Even in the face of the unpredictable, whether it’s Covid or an election, we are prepared to 
manage any uncertainty together. 

Have a great evening, 

Charlotte Ciancio 

	


